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A PLEASANT SURPRISE. 

"Brother Mackey you are wanted at the 
parsonage right away; there is a party 
waiting to see you." So said our little 
friend, Master Otto Darnm, last night, 
when he found his pastor cozily fixed in 
Dr. Beachley's office for an evening chat. 
I was slow to leave, but followed Master 
Otto, and, on entering the parsonage, met 
a host of smiling faces and glad hearts, 
who had taken possession of the premises 
and loaded every table with the products 
of farm, store and factory. The pastor 
was clad in a handsome Prince Charles 
Storm over-coat, a gift from Salisbury 
and Summit Mills; Mrs. Mackey received 
a beautiful dress pattern from the sisters 
of Meyersdale ; and our Herbert was re- 
membered by brother N. E. Miller, who 
presented him with a Reefer over-coat. I 
should not omit that brother J. B. Saylor 
decorated the kitchen with a live turkey. 
Apart from the value of the gifts, the 
event was inspiring, and has more firmly 
cemented the affections of people and 
pastor. 

We were pleased to have with us, on 
the occasion, our sister, Laura Gross- 
nickle. Sister Laura is not only happy in 
the pulpit, but especially so in the home. 
She has thoroughly won the hearts of the 
people of this charge, who will always 
look longingly for her visits and receive 
her with warm welcome. 

J. C. MACKEY. 

Meyersdale, Pa. 

GLEANINGS FROM THE WAYSIDE. 

Silent, but not idle have I been for a 
few weeks. We have been gathering a 
few sheaves for the Master. In our last 
communication we were at College Cor- 
ner, at which place we tried to hold meet- 
ing, but rain, mud, and dark nights very 
near conquered us. We closed on ac- 
count of the weather, but glad to report 
three accessions during the meeting. We 
were tired from constant labor for six 
weeks. We were glad to get home for a 
few days to rest and visit with dear ones 
at home. 

During our meeting at College Corner 
we were surprised one night as we were 
opening the service a messenger came 
with a telegram conveying the sad intelli- 
gence of the death of Sister Schwitzer, re- 
questing me to preach the funeral next 
day, andvwe were ten miles from the rail- 
road. We preached, and after church 
brother George Gharst conveyed us to 
Converse, where we got a train at 1:45 
A. M., and got through in time for the ser- 
vice. It was a great surprise to me, for I 
had left their home just six days before, 
and   seemingly all was  well and hearty 

and enjoying life, but the messenger came 
for her and she was only sick about thirty 
minutes. While we are enjoying the 
present the unexpected may come. 

Since our last gleanings the reaper 
whose name is death has thrust in his 
sickle, and my wife's mother was garnered 
among the sheaves. Her peace was made 
with God and like the Patriarch was only 
"waiting until her change come." 

"The air of death breathes through our souls. 
The dead all around us lie ; 

By day and night the death-bell tolls 
And says "prepars to die." 

Though storms her face obscure 
And dangers threaten loud 

Jehovah's covenant is sure 
His bow is in the cloud." 

Thus silently the death angel steals our 
loved ones away at a time when we think 
not, without a moment's warning. 

I am at Somerset, Ind., for a few days 
prospecting in the Master's field. Will 
report later on whether we found any 
giants or not. 

Will  begin   a   revival   in   the   Salem 
church   on the 14, inst.    Brethren pray 
for us that good may be accomplished. 

Yours for eternal salvation, 
WM. W. SUMMERS. 

North Manchester, Ind. 

PROM PLEASANT VIEW. 

The brethren at Pleasant View have 
been made to rejoice over a very success- 
ful series of revival meetings conducted 
by our pastor, brother I. N. Miller. Our 
meetings have not closed yet. Brother 
Miller is an earnest worker and an excellent 
preacher, his sermons are earnest, 
thoughtful appeals to the sinner. Seventeen 
have made the good confession. Fifteen 
were applicants for baptism, and two were 
taken into the church by relation. May suc- 
cess crown Brother Millers efforts, is our 
prayer.    Your sister in Christ. 

MRS. SYLVIA SNYDER. 

Goshen, Ind. 

FROM HOMER CHURCH. 

Our King's Children Society meets 
every other Sunday evening. We have a 
very interesting meeting. After the King's 
Children Society, we have preaching with 
a good attendance. We have prayer- 
meeting every Thursday evening. The 
ladies here have a very good society, and 
it is still growing, both in interest and in 
number. Last Wednesday they met at 
Brother Jacobs'. There were forty-one 
present in all. Brother Henry gave the 
society good advice. The times are chang- 
ing and we must keep up with them, and 
always have a cheerful word when we meet 
one another. 

MICHAEL KEYSER. 

REPORT OF ELKHART 00. UNION MEETING. 

The union service was opened at 1130 
p. M., with Brother Cline conducting the 
devotional service. 

Singing. 
Scripture lesson Ps. 93. 
Prayer by Rev. J. Allen Miller of Ash- 

land University, Ashland, Ohio. 
The president presented the subject for 

more definite plans to be made for the 
next union meeting. It was decided to 
give the work to the secretary, and that 
person make the necessary arrangements 
with each congregation. ■ 

On account of sickness Rev. Bemen- 
derfer was unable to prepare a paper up- 
on the subject assigned him. 

We all felt glad to have Rev. J. Allen 
Miller in our midst again, and he was ask- 
ed to talk upon the subject, Man's Work 
in the Church. After reading Isiah 6, he 
presented a number of thoughts that are 
well for all that were privileged to hear, 
to take home, consider apply to our 
own selves. The Lord would have men 
stand upon their feet in His service to feel 
that they are undone, then say, Here am 
I Lord send me. Several felt interested 
by asking questions and presenting 
thoughts. 

After singing a song, Rev. A. S. 
Menaugh presented the subject: The Best 
Manner of Conducting a Revival. To 
know that you really want one, that you 
are at peace with every person. Avoid 
jealousy, stand by the minister that holds 
the meeting, it should not be numbers, 
but conversion of souls, that one should 
work for. 

Report of Churches : 
New Paris, Additions 1 
Dunlaps, " 7 
Mt. Union 
Other churches not reported. 

K. C. reports : 
Mt. Union, No. members 43. 
Dunlaps,       " " 76, additions 5 
Deaths 2.    Added to the church 7. 

The Dunlaps S. S. C. E. reported 
number of members 23. Amount in 
treasury, $9.00. 

Moved to adjourn until 7 o'clock, p. M. 

for Communion services. 
IDA SIMMONS, Secretary. 

PENNSYLVANIA MISSION WORK. 

Our meeting at McVeytown. Mifflin 
county, Pa., was a success. We over- 
came many obstacles and added three in- 
fluential members to the church. The 
difficulties were, paitially, those peculiar 
to Mission Work among opposing de- 
nominations and sins of long standing. I 
am spending the holidays at home. 

MARY M. STERLING. 
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